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Variety of temporary mobilities 

formal education abroad  

yuhak  留學 

semi-structured training  

yŏnsu  硏修 

language-based training  

ŏhak yŏnsu  語學硏修 

working holiday 

wŏlhal 
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Nexus between overseas travel 

and English language 

Not just “flexible citizens” (Ong 1999) and 

“millionaire migrants” (Mitchell 2004) 

Self-managing practices to “improve and 

refashion the self in desirable and prescribed 

ways” in context of neoliberal transformations 

and global inequalities and hierarchies (Seo 

2011: 84;  also Song 2009) 
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Divergent modes of 

being and becoming 

Short-term migration 

produces distinct 

subjectivities and 

temporalities 

associated with travel 

and work 

 

 

 

Youth with economic 

resources to support 

full-time study in private 

language schools 

long-term consumers 

Youth who support 

overseas travel through 

low-wage work on 

“working holiday” 

short-term workers 
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New travel mobilities 

Deregulation of overseas tourist travel 

1989 end of protectionist travel 

restrictions  (South Korea) 

1994 visa exemption (Canada) 
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Foreign students in Canada 
2000 - 2008 
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Yearly contributions to Canadian 

economy 

2009 

tuition, accommodation and discretionary 

spending by international students 
$6.5 billion 

students from South Korea and China 40% 

export of coal $6.07 billion 

export of coniferous lumber $5.1 billion 
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“When all people become able to freely speak 

in English, the GDP of the nation will 

automatically rise by one percent.” Lee Myung 

Bak’s English language platform, 2007 

“English is competitiveness” (Chosun Ilbo 

campaign) 
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“English frenzy” 



Neoliberal transformations 

• Flexible worker ideal: perpetual self-development 

and self-enhancement  

• English language: capital and commodity 

• Korean youth: unemployed or underemployed; 

facing increasing number of precarious jobs (비정규

직) 

• Overseas language travels: enhancing value while 

delaying labour market entry 
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Long-term consumers and 

the economy of temporary residency 

mobile aspirations 

Overseas travels as vehicle for enhancing career 

prospects (21% full-time, 19% part-time)  

Preoccupation with spending and budgeting, 

especially for economically independent travellers 

(42%) 

High-stress (57%) vs. low- or very low-stress 

(18.5%) 


